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I Kings IX. 22. 


Theſe were Men of War.-- 


HE one half at leaſt of the in- 
ſpired writings is Hiſtorica]/: not © 
as if the Spirit of God had 4 
no farther aim thereiti, than 
to acquaint us with ancient 


Chronology, or to reſerve for us the monuments 
of antiguity, and thoſe renownes names, which 
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£ The-: AJan' of War. 
elſe would have been loſt in the rubbiſh: of: 
cheir Sepulchers : but as part of that Canon. by 
which he furniſheth us with a perfet Rule of 
Faith, and Manners, whereby we. are directed 
in the way to the glotying of God,and vubtain- 


' ing of-eternal bleſfednefs : and to reſt in any. - 
thing ſhort of this improvement of it,-is to loſe, : 


the Principal deſign tor which it is commended 
tg NS» | ' 
For a Goſpel Miniſter, in the Execution: of his 
Function, to accommodate any: portion-of Sas 


Ethical, Oeconomical, Civil or Military, would ' 
be to play the Philoſopher, and. not act -the--part 
of a Divine, who, as ſuch, hath no farther to 
o with choſe things than as they: are tributary: 
tothe Chriſtian Religion. ms 


As to the Hiltorits of the Old Teſtament, bes: 
our Admonition, there are many perſons and; 
things recarded in chem, which are atlo” Typicahyr 
referring to Chriſt, and to ſpiritual things; andy 
though it would undermine the Authority. of t 
Kboly Writ, to:allow two diſtin& ſenſes to one. 
Texr 5 yet there muſt be. a. compound: one - 
obſerved in thoſe that are Typical; and things 


_  Plicable 


cred Writ, meerly to- eſtabliſh points purely. 
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The' Man of War. F 
plicable to the Type, and as they refer - to the 
Amitype; w O84 


That Solomm, to whoſe Hiſtory our Text be- 
longs, 'was a Type of Chri#, is too manifeſt to 
need any digreflion for the proof of it *+though: 
all chings written in his Life cannot with rea- 
jon be:reckoned Typical, That wherein God 
nore peculiarly choſe Solomon to repreſent 
Chriſt, was his Kingly Office: tor which end he 
furniſhed him with Wealth, Honour, and Wiſ- 
dom, furpafling all the Monarchs, which ever 


; had been, or ſhould be, And this 775ſdew of 


| knowledge univerſal of things nataral, civil an 


his, chough it graſped in its comprehenſion, 'a" 


divine, yet is more eminently celebrated in the” 
welkordering and ſettling the Afﬀeairs of his 
| Kingdom ; in which, his firſt care was about” 


L 


| 


rhe Houſe of God, and his Inſtituted Worſhip, is 
| which .he exactly followed the Divine Prefcript, 


, and the Patterns left him by his Father Dav#, 


| which he receved from God by Immediate 2” 
| lation : Nextly, and -ſubordinately, for the 
' well ordering-and ſetling of the Ontward Af- 


fairs of his Kingdom in matters Civil and Mils- 


zary ; and this.laſt is the thing about- which wg 
ars at preſent concerned, 


Solomons peculiar Stile or Title was, King of © 
| A 3 Irael 8 
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6 The Yan of War, 
Iſrael ; though all the circumjacent Nations 
were his Iributaries, or ſome way or other 
did him Homage. Thus is Chriſ# more eſpeci- 
ally King of bis Charch, though all Principality, 
Power, Might and Dominion are put under his fett 
for the Church, as Eph, 1, 21, 22, 


- The Holy Land, which God gave i. Yan In- 
heritance to his People of Iſrael, the bounds 
whereof were. aſſigned to them by God him- 
felf, Numb. -34. was peopled, not only by the 
genuine Poſterity of Facob, but allo by the ' 
remains of thoſe Devoted Nations, who after 
long Hoſtility, were ſubdued and ſubjugated ' 
by David, and made Subjefts of the Govern-. 
ment, though in a more interiour and fervile” 
eſtate than the 1/raelites were z which may * 
ſemblably be-applied to the Viſible Church, in 
regard ofthe divers Subjects of it, according” 
'to, Rom; 9. 5. all are not Iſrael, that are of 
Iſrael. | 


From verſe 20, to 24. of this Chaptir, we 
have an account of Solomons Prudence, in aflign-' 
ing unto thele two forts of - men, the ſervices * 
molt proper tor them, and wherein they might 
malt jutably ſerve tor the good of the whole,” 
they were both employed. Chriff will make 
aſe of all within hi; -viſible -Kiogdom,” ſome 

| Way 


or - The. Wan -of War. 7 
way.or other for his Glory,: whether they be 
willing or no. Of the former of theſe, we 
read, verſe 22. that he Levied of them a tribute 
of Bond: Service : they were put to the drudgery 
work, and the more Servile Employments of 
the State 3 as molt proper for them. Where- 
as in this werſe 22. we are told, that he found 
out a more - honourable Service for them that 
wete true born Iſrae/ttes ; they were not excu- 
ſed from buſineſs, but they were employed in 
{ich as was worthy of free Subjets, I ſhall 
710t inſi{t on the feveral Services that are here 

mentioned ; it may ſuffice to obſerve that the 
' thing is expreſſed, both negatively, he made no 
' Bond men of them ; and of this God himſelf had 
+ -iven an expreſs prohibition, Lev. 25. 39. And 
Afirmatively, where the firlt thing which is 


inftanced in, is the ſubje& that we have now 


under conſideration 3 they were men of War, 
4, e. they were mea Liſted among the Souldi- 
ers, and Exerciſed or Trained in the Art 4i- 
:ary. The word uſed for men, is not that no- 
ble word { 1 ] which ſigniftieth Fertue, and 
Yalour, and is wont to be applied to perſons of 
Renown ; but that more contemptible word, 
Enoſh, which ſignityeth Sorrowful, S:ckiy and 
Mortal ; not with any deſign to reproach the 


Calling, but poſhbly to put Souldiers in mind 


of their frailty, co humble them, who, 
24 when 
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wherr in -their Plumes, are tooapt to be lift 
up. overanuch in their -minds : the - we 
[-W#er,f} comes of a. root that ſignifieth to Eat 
or Devour; intimating” the. "unhappy fruits .of 
War ;. The Sword is therefore ſaid to devout ; 


2\SIM. 2.26, giving us:to-iinderſtand that: Wan 
b5, In its own nature an evil thing. ib 


I We may here, in the firſt place, take notice. 
, theſe words, as they are put with the former 
diſtribur vely, and fo they will afford us ers. 


DOCTRINE. 


The Cmplopment of a Souldier is. 
- verp Yonourable, 


It is too good for a Canaanite to be 2dmitted 
to, or for. a Slave to have his. name Enrolled in 
this Muſter : but is only fit for a free-born 
Iſraelice, God. hath hmebare put Henour on 
this Calling, by alluming that as one of his T4 | 
tles, Exod. 15, 3. The Lord is a Man _of War, 


the Lord is bis Name ; but the word {| 1h } [5 
there uſed. | 


Te 15. true, had man retained his primitive In- / 
tegricy, there had been no occaſion - for the Axt | 


Military : becauls he would have had no Enet 
(9 my 


Ti;e*'MYan of War; F 
my to Encounter; / no Fortreffes 'to-be' Buile,/ 
42nd Garriſoned 3'no Inſtruments of War'to be” 
invented, no Tackticks to be learned, - Hes. 
in a great Error, who aſlerted, That the State of 
| Nature'is @ State of War,'it he referred it to the 
Jondition of the. Creation, as' it was at firſt 
iſpoſed by God. But when once fin had'de- 
praved Humane Natare, it filled nian with 
jarring principles, and ſowed in him the feeds 
of diflention ; fo that.now he 'is no farther in 
ſafety, 'than as he puts himſelf in a' poſture of 
Defence againſt the aſſaults, and of Offence for 
the ſuppreflion of his moleſting - adverſary : 

which, though it hath not taken away the evil 
nature of War in it ſelf, yet it hath made it 
occaſionally both good and neceſfary ; and it 


muſt needs therefore be Honourakle, when un- 


dertaken, not for its own ſake, but' for the ſecu- 
ring or recovering of the publick peace and 
tranquility : and though ſome are of the'mjnd 
that there will bs a time come, when that Pro- 
phefie ſhall have a compleat literal accompliſh- 
ment,Iſa.2.4. they ſhall beat theirSwords into Plow- 


ſhears, and their Spears into pruning hooks. Yet. 


cill chis, will this Employment retain its digny- 
ty. Theſps are they whom under God, we are 
beholden for our peace and liberty 5 who are not 


afraid to ſpeak with the Enemy in the Gates ; who 
dges from 
torreign 


lyeurs our Religion and Giyil Privite 
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Io The Wan of War, . __ 
forreigtt Uſurpation'; and through whom we 
Sit under our vine and fig-tree. As for the Inyi- 
dious diſpute about the precedency between 


the Gown and the Sword, I purpoſely wave it: 


only I may ſafely aſfcrt, that without both ng 
people can be happy ; nor can either Order b- 


free irom contempt, except furniſhed with men 
of Courage. 


'* 7 8 


And is Chivalry a thing* of ſuch Re-, 
nown ? Let it beſpeak all that profeſs it, to walk 
worthy of their Vocation. If our Calling hath 
put honour upon us, we ought to endeavour 
to be an honour unto it ; otherwiſe, the more. 
honourable it is, the greater reproach we ſhall 
beto it. There are none that ſhall need to be 
aſhamed of this Employment, but fuch as are a 
ſhame to it. I confeſs it is but an odd Rule, 


but how it will be Re&ified, I ſee not; met: 


will readily judge of things by the example of 
thoſe that profeſs them. Is then a Souldier a 
ame of Credit ? Let all that bear this Name. . 


. ſtudy to gain the deſert of being called, Good 


Souldiers, 


We miy in the next place obſerve, who they 
were whom Solomon plit to this Service, to be 
| _ tep 


ere 


The. Wau of War. Ir 
Men of War ; they were the--men of 1{-ael ; the 


only people. in the World, who at that day 
were owned by God ſor his people, and had 


the true Religion and Worlhip among them ; 


Whence obſerve this 


' 


DOCTRINE. 


Chriſtianity is no Enemy to Souldiery, 


The Religion revealed by God to fallen man 
forbids It not to him, but approveth of it. Nor 
let it be ſuppoſed, that I uſe the word, Chri#1i- 
anity, pxgcariouſly ; as 1 it were not applicable 
hither, or as 1f the people of God in former 
times, before Chri/# came in Fleſh, might lawful- 
ly make War, and conſequently ſtudy and pra- 


&ice Military Skill ; but that Chriſt, upon his 


Coming, had brought in a new Law, which 
forbids it ; and that becauſe he thought it'to be 
a great Chriſtian Duty, to bear injuries, and not 
to revenge themſelves 5 therefore War is now 
unlawful for them ; and if ſo, to what purpoſe 
ſhould they be Souldiersz? Whereas Religion hath 
been the ſame in all the Eſſentials of it, ever 
ſince the Fall, and hath received no alteration 
but in Poſatuess The Goſpel was Preached to 


' our Firſt Parents preſently upon their Apoſtaſys 
there hath been but one way for the Salyation 


of 
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of; Sinners, and chat is by Chrif, Aﬀts 4.22; thre 
#s Saluation 1 no .other. The Moral Law was 
1enewed upon Mount Sinai, ' and grven inthe 
band of a Mezaiator, to be a Rule of  Obedsence 
to the Worlds End unchangeably : nor- did 
Chriſt. come to deſtroy it ; nay, he hath affuredvs, 
that he will not futfer one jot or 4ittle of 48 20 fail, 
Mat. 5. 17, 18. If then the Adoral Law doth not 
condemn War, but prefcribeto-ic ; and that Law 
be a Rale for Chriftians, 3s it certainly is, Chri#F 
did not prohibit it, though he forbad private re- 
venge for perſonal injuries : which yet was no 
addition to the Law of Nature, or Law Mo- 
ral, but only an interpretation of it, and a vin- 
dicating it from the falſe gloſſes of corrupt men. 


| Nor.indeed can the Chriſtian Religion be: uy 
therwiſe defended or ſecured againſt the 'inva-' 


» ders and.opprefſors of it, who are unreaſonable: 


wen, and can be no other way diſpuced, ':but” 
at the Swords point, and Canons mouth; and- 
if at any time War proves detrimental to the 
Intereſt of Chriſt, the fault.is in the men, not” 
in the. Profeflion. When the Seuldiers came 
to the Babtif# for advice, he doth not caſhier 
them, nor adviſe them to disband, but .direts 
them how co manage their Calling becominp- 


| > All 


Iy, Luk. 3-14. Do violence to no man, neither ac- ' 
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3K The Man of 'War. wm 
and that Calling which the Word of God ure 
dertakes to regulate, muſt needs have its appro- 
 bation.Nor-would Chriſt have warned us inthe 
Goſpel of Wars to be expe&ed, if he had not: 
. reckoned it our duty to prepare for them 3 nor 
| have adviſed us rather to Sell our Coat than not 
tb. havea Sword, if he had thought it unlawful' 
fo uſe it when we have it ; as he doth. Luk. 22; 
36. He that bath w Sword, let him Sell bis gars 
met and buy ong, This expenſe would be alkkos' 
together ſuperfluous, if Chrit;anicy taught us to: 
hold up our - throats to every ons thac offers-'to 
cut" them, i 


Self Preſervation is a principle ſlamped on the 
- nature of Second beings. Inaximares have it by 
| an innate quality put into themz Senſitive Cres- 
tures. have it by inſtint, and thejr very natures 
are furniſhed for it : and that reaſon ſhould not 
fortify this principle in men ; or that Religion 
ſhould contradict any maxime of the Law of na- 
ture is. unintelligible, Certainly then, they 
who: pretend. to make it a fin in a Chriſtian to 
uſe Arms, do it in policy, ſeeking to bind mens 
hands, or, which is as bad, their Conſci ences, tt. at 
they may enſlave or ſlay them without reſiſtance. 
And: we need to look no further for an inſtance 
to confirm this, than the German Anabattiſts at 
Momfer 
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fleeth when no man purſueth, but the r1ghteous is bol 


War, 


U S E. 


Let - Sotildiers then be adviſed to ap: 
prove thetnſelves friends, and not enemies to 
Chriſtianity. Tet not the old Scandalous obſer- 
vation be verified ih men at arms, Nuſa fides pie- 
zas que wviris,qui caſtra ſequuntur, Let us do nothing 
apainſt the truth,but for the truth, Hath God given 
us leave to fight,|ct us not b2 fighters againſtGad. 
Beware of embracing that curſeU Matchiavellian 
principle, That too much of Religion will make a 
man Puſillanimons ; as if there could be exceſs, in 
the true Religion ; or, as if Atheiſm, and Irrel;- 
gion, were the beſt courle to render a man truly 
valorous : whereas the holy Oracle hath wi 


d 
d 
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us the quite contrary. Prov 28. x. The wicked 


as a Lyon. Cornelius was an . honorable Com- 
mander in a noble Regiment; and yet how is he 
Commended for kis Piety ? Ads'to. 1,2. A de- 
Tout man, and one that feared God, &c, And he 
fought to inſtil deyotion, as well as'the Rales, of 
Military Diſcipline into his Souldiers; whence that 
Character given of one of them. Yerſe 7. A devout 
Souldier of them that waited on him continually. And, 
though profaneſs and debauchery may poflibly 
itupity mens Conſctences, and fo render them. 
foo-hardy and deſperate : yer, out of doubt,that 

mall 
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man who dwells in PEAace with God , who enjoys © 
the inward ferenity of a good Conſcience, and *- 
is always in his heart: preſſed for the Glory of * *. 
God is beft armed againſt the fear of death,when 
called to run Into the'mouth of danger, and ſtand ., - 
in the midſt of Confuſed noiſes, and garments rolled” 
#2 blood ; when he lceth, a thouſand fall at his fide, ' © 
and ten thouſand at his right hand, Gh-- 
But I proceed, We: 
We way then in the third place remark t 


time in' which Soloxwon appointed the Tſraelites tg.» * 
be ten of War, Had it been in the days of Pas: 
vid his Father, who was fo often called into the < 
Field ;; who was environed with enemies on all. 
fides,and againſt whom he foaght many a bloody. - 
Batrel, it had not been ſo much ; nay, it had beety 
neceflary. But that Solomon, whoſe very name' ©. 
importeth Peace, and who was, in his reign, to. |. 
be "a Type of Chriſ#, who is called the Prince of @. , 
Peace. Iſa. 9.6. Of whoſe reign it was predicted, + + 
that the ' mountains ſhould bring forth Peace- to the +. 
People.” Pal. 72. 3- And that mn his days there ſhould , > 
be abundance of Peace, Verſ. 7. And who could+ . 
himſclf fay in his Letter-to Hiram. x King. 5. 4. 7 _ 
There is neither adverſity, wor evil occurrent. That © 


f he ſhnuld be fo careful to have hisSubjedss train; * 


ed up in arms, is a thing very remarkable, and; * 


DOCT... 


it will inftru& as in this, 


= 


The Wan of War. 
DOCTRINE. 


It is @ great point of Prudence, in times of Peace, 
fo make Proviſion for War. 


Prudence 1s a natural foreſight of future Con- 
tingencies, and providing our ſelves accordingly 
againſt the danger of them. Prov. 27. 12. The 
Prudent fore ſeeth the evil, and hideth himſelf. Al- 
though the Providence of God Governeth, and 
Infallibly determineth all Contingencies z yet 
they do not, for that, ceaſe to be Contingencies, 
as to the order of Second cauſes 3 among which 
Peace and War have their Revolutions, though 


known to God, yet caſual to us. Eccl. 3. 8. 4 


8ime of War, and a time of Peace, So that Peace is 
never fo ſetled, but that War may on a ſudden 
ariſe : and ſecurity, which is the mother of 


*negligence, always expoſeth a people unto dan- 


ger. Itis an ill time, when the Trumpet of War 
is founded, and Hamibal is at the gates, for a peo- 
ple then to have their Forts to build, their Arms, 
Ammunition and Proviſion to ſeek, and their 
Souldiers Untrained. Nor is it leſs hazardous, 
when once Peace is proclaimed, for men to let - 
their Fortifications fall, hang up their Arms, and 


let them grow ruſty and uſelefs, and lay aſide 
their Military exergſes, as things ſuperfluous. 
Pt T1, 
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Arms, are for the maintaining of Peace, as well 
as the ſupprefling of War, for its preſervation as 
well as recovery. Nor will any thing ſtrike 
more of terrour into our ill willers, than to ſee 
us always ready for the worſt : hence ſuch an 
exprefiion. Cant. 6. Io. Terrible as an army with 
Banners. Whereas, if they who watch for an 
advantage, find us, Laiſh like ſecure, and no way 
provided, nor expeCting evil, they will be ready 
to ſerve us,as the Tribe of Day did them. Fudg. 
18. 27. They came unto Laiſh,unto a People that were 
quiet and ſecure ; and they ſmote them with the edge 
of the Sword, and burnt the City with fire. Te w as 
an argument uſed by Aſa, that becauſe all was 
quiet before them, and God had given them reſt, it 
was their wiſdom to rake the Opportunity to 
build Cities, and make walls, and towers about them, 
as if they had expeted an attack from enemies. 
2 Chron. 14. 6, 7. He did not think it to be an 
evidence of a ſtrong faith for men to negle& the 
means, on pretence of truſting in God. The 
beſt way to prevent the occaſion of ufing the 
Sword in earngſt, is to keep it al ways bright 
and ſurbiſhed. 7 "NL 


C5 © 


Which Conſideration might be impro? 
ved both for Rebuke , Caution, It hath m_ 
- 


—— 
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Prudence bath been fo poorly. ar 6 
Hath bred Security, and times of. Trolls | 64d 
found us unready ; and the, moſt of our Surgri- 
Ze and Dotcatments by the Enemies, haye :de-. 
ſerved to be imputed to this, I ſpare to, enue; 
merate the tnany inſtances that are at _ 
Of how many of our -\urprized Garriſans, 

which our people have been miſerably barher 
ed, may. that oi the Poe: be afferted, 


pf 


Invadunt urbem, ſomno--: Sepultam. 


And there have been complaints made, t tht 
our. very Trainings have been too often idle: 
Complements, or at leaſt, chat there hath bzen. 
tn them too much neglect of, and too little pro- 
ficiency. in the things that are properly deſi ligne 


by chem. 


And'be'we warned not to fall aſleep, becauſe - 
the win Sword T War is at preſent ſheathed ; re- 
SETTING, that the Book of the Hiſtories of the. 

Wears of the Lord, is not yet compleated, nor. 
will be cill :be great Battel of Armageddon 5 
fought. Babylon 15 not yet falen. The Ehurch- 
es Adverſaries are till i” zeir ftrength, God will 
call .our. his Armies efre long ; and then 
Curſed will be be ho cometh not Sk fo the. help, 


of he Lora aganiſe te mighty, 


Nor 


— - 
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*Nor are we onr ſelves ſecure ; and Wn [an 
is biit a little that we can do for our own ates. 
ty ; and if God be not on our fide, we are an; 
ealy prey to any potent Devourer ; yet the: 
Fairh that nouriſheth negligence, is not indeed © 
Faith, but Preſumption. 


There is yet one farther Improvement of 
this Texs, which I would make, and it will 
comprize the whole Auditory under fit, and 
give to every ono their portion ; and that is 
the Myſtical aim of this Typical Seripture ; in 
which I am fatisfied, thac I ſhall not go be- 
yond the mind-of the Spirit of God in this 
part of the Scripture Hiſtory, Iſ/rael, over 
whom Solomon Reigned, were the then Vi/ible 
Church, of God ; and although not a 7zpe of 
the: Goſpel Church, in the ſtri& ſenſe” of the 
word; yet Gods treating with them in the” 
Ceremonial and Fudicial Law, was in a more 
large, and true ſenſe Typical ; having under 
it a dark repreſentation of Spiritual Things, 
which were more fully to be revealed afeer--- 
wards :* and ſo they have a more peculiar * 
reſpe& to the Church of Gods Choſen and-- 
Elected. | * 


' As Solomon was in a more peculiar reſpe& 
the King 'of the Nation of 1/rael, he fo re- 
B 2 preſented 


20 The: Wan, of War: 
Rf emted Chriſt, as King of Gods | true Ir 861+ 
and we are here given to underſtand; what 
order he taketh about them, or what - buſi 
neſs he afligns for them, as they- were. the 


Subjects of "his Kingdom. Here then Ob- 
ferve this 


DOCTRINE. 


Every true Iſraclite in the Kingdom of Graze, 4) = 
Man of War. 


The true Chriſtian is a Sonldier. In the; Vi- 
{ible Goſj pel Kingdom there are two forts. of 
men, I-eclies only in name, and 1/raelites inj- 
deed; The former are in truth Canaanites, and 
Slaves, mancipated to Sin.and Satan ;- but the 


latter are emancipated by Chrif, and. Rnrolepl 
in. his Army, 


There are two "RI. of Chriſt's Spiritual 
Kingdom, which give i: a double denomigati- 
on ; the one is called the Kingdom of Grace, the 
other the Kingdom of Gury : according to which 
dates, the Church, which is the Subje& of them, 
Fiath the Titles of Milicant and // fo eg al- 
ſigned to it. To the former of theſe our Do- 
ctiiag refers, The Church under.the Kingdom 
of Grace is 24uizaxt; and every Regenerate 
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There is the Reſp. within, -burniog -with 


rage againſt his Grace, and eyer lying--eft- 


erenched about,. and . beleagvaring of it, us 
the word tranſlated, ..contrery, Gal.-5. x7. int 
matcs3 @ Law in bis Members, continually war- 
ring "againſt the Law im his mind, and uſing all 
ies Stratagems to make a Captive of- him, 
Rom..7. 23. the guſts of the fleſh, which wg 

ff do ever. Fight againſt -the Soul, 


x Per. 2,11, 


'+ There .is Satan his ſworn Adverſary, whoſe 
ancieftit and inveterate enmity makes him al- 
ways furiouſly to attempt his deſtruction, 
and he is unweariedly going about : ſeeking 40 
devour, x Pet. g. 8. He no ſooner forſook the 
Devils quarters, Þut Hell was Alarumed with 


It ; and from that very . moment, - bends, all 
Its forces to do him all the miſchief it; cat; 
the Devil is for that reaſon - emphatically 


called The Enemy.” 
And there is the World, which therefare 


- hates him, becauſe he is not of it The Seed 


of the Serpent is full of enmity againſt, the 


Seed of the Woman : and as it was' of old, 1 he 
that was born after the Fleſh, perſecuted him that 


was born after the Spirit ; ſo it is now. 


ji 


2 Man of: War; 
" he will Ye AN theſe Enemies, he- muſt 
reſt" them FedfaFtly in the Faith, x Pet. 5, 9, we 
have the whole adverſe party repreſented in 
their Colours, Eph. 6. 12. we wreſtle not apainſt 
Fleſh and Blood, i e. not them ſingly, and alone ; 
but againſt frincipalities, againſ® powers, againſt 
the Rulers of the darkneſs of this world, againſt 
ſpiritual witheaneſſes in bigh places. Theſe mult 
all be vanquiihed, it ever we expe to Tri- 
unph, for the promiſe ſtill runs, to hi that 
ovrcometh, Rev. 2. & 3- and though all our 
hope of ſucceſs depends on our great General, 
Feſus Chritt, who muſt bruiſe theſe enemies under 


our feet ; yet he requires us to ſtand our ground, 
and to fight under him. 


For this 'end he hath provided us with the 
whole armour of God, and requireth us to put it 
on, and exerciſe our ſelves in it, Eph. 6, 13. 
"There is the' Helmet of Salvation, the Brea#t-plate: 
of | Righteouſneſs, the Shield of Faith, the Sword of 
rhe Spirit, and the reſt. There are the holy- 
Tackricks,or the Ru'es given us in the Scriptures, 
by::wbich we may be taught how to uſe theſe 
inthe. Holy War, tiiat fo we may ſtrive lawfully, 
and receive the Prize. There are the Military 
Vertues which we are adviſed to inure our 
ſelves unto : Temperance and Vipilancy, 1 Pet..F, 
8, be ſober, be wigulant, Hardineſs, 2 "Tum 2.3. as a 
TIE - q | | good 
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good*Souldier 0 Chriſt, endure hardneſs. Circus. 


ſpe&ion, Eph. 5. 15. ſee that you walk circum--1 
Oh, Fi FRY Rev. 2. 10, be thou faithful unts + 

iarh ;Skill in all the enemics ſtratagems, 2 Car, 
2; It. ye are not ignorant of his devices. Courage | 
«ad Conſtancy, Eph. 6. 14+ Stand ; and there is 
the premium or prize hung up in the promiſe, 60 
animate” our relolution, and recruit our fainting 
ſpirits, when at any time we find them begin- 
ning to droop. 


5 © *W 


. Tet this ferve to warn and caution ſuch as 
pretend to be lifted among God's 1/7ael : ſuch as 
covet te bear the ſtile & title of Chriſtians, Ir 
is indeed a worthy narne, and no ſmall honour - 
to thole that bear it, and carry themſelves 
warthy of it ; nor indeed can there be a greater 
dignity conferred on the Children of men. 
Chrilts Servants are his Free-men, yea his friends, 
yea they are priviledged to be the Children of 
God, Joh. x. 12. But he would have you. to- fir 
down and compute the coſt. If you would: be 
his Servants, you muſt be his Sezldiers ; and be 
not deceived 1n your expectations and reckon» 
ings, leſt you repent when you ſee War, as theie 
1s hazard you ſhould do it not prepared. Exod, 
13.277, Liſt when you meet with hare 
an 


( 36 "The Wat "of Wir: 
and difficulties, you do as the mixed multitude 
in the Wilderneſs did. Numb, 11. 4. Weep and: 

fell on luſting, And as the Congregation of 1/rael 

\ did; when the Spies told them of Cities walkd tc 

braven, and Gianis to encounter. Chap. t 4c 4: Th 

ſaid one to aniother, 'let us make ' us a Captain, ' und 
let us return into Egypt. Dulce bellum imexpertis. 

Inconſiderate'perſons account it a fine thinp' ts | 

be a Souldier, whiles they look only upot!- the | 

bravery, liberty, eaſe, and plunder which they 
promile themſelves in it ; and how readily do 
they iſt themſelves for Volunteers 2 but when 
they come to meet with the hard Services. of 
long Marches through thick and thin, ſkort 

4 fare, difficult lodging, watchings and wardings 

and cruel battels, theſe unexpeRed things affright 
them, and now they wiſh themſelves at home *' 
again. Know it, if you will be of Chriſts 

Camp, you *muſt put ow your whole Armoty, 
and pur it off no more till death disbands you, | 
butMarch in it,and Lodge in it : you muſt and 
edntimually in your ward all day, and be ſet in your 
watch whole nights : you muſt fight with'-the 
moſt powerful and malicious adverſaries ; and 
that not at a diſtance, but in the cloſeſt battgs, 
You muſt, after one fight is over, be prepared 
to engage in another, nor may 'you, in. the 
| oreateſt diſtreſs, ever cry quarter. If theſe c6n- 
citions may content you , come and welcome: - 
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: Let it invite all to come in to Chrif ,and give 
up their ,names to him, and be liſted in the 
luſter-Roll of Saints. The fore-going warning 
was.nat deſigned to diſcourags any but white 
Livered and flothful perſons : nor properly 
eo diſcourage them from coming, bur te in- 
ſtrut all in the -wanmer of the Kingdom. 


- In other Muſters care is had, or onght fo to 
be, that none but men, and thoſe alſo able of 
body, be entred : but Chr:#7 in the Goſpel giv- 
eth order to beat up for all that will, Men, 
Women, .Ct:ildren, Young and Old ; none are 
exempted, Why then are : you ſo backward ? 
Why fo ſmall an appearance ? Do you not know 
that whether you wfll or no, you muſt be 
Souldiers ? There are two Camps in the World, 


Chrifts and the Devils ; and to one of theſe you 


muſt belong. There are no neuters in this 
War. Nay, till you do come over to Chrif, you 
belong to ſome of Satans Regiments. We. are 
all-of aseither fightin g for God, or againſt Him. 
Now think which is beſt, to abide where you 
are, or to fly over unto Chrift, You ſerve un- 
der. a cruel Commauder, who hateth you, .and 
purſygth your deſtruQion ; whiles he flattereth 
Eats | RT you 
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28 The 'Man 'of ' War. 
you with fair promiſes, he will put you upon 
the hardeſt Services, and moſt deſperate engag- 
ments, and will leave you there to-fall, as Foab 
did Uriah. And the more daringly you have 
ſerved him here, the more cruelly will he-tor- 
ment you hereafter, You are engaged in' 4 
curſed cauſe, which will certainly fall at laft, 
and all that have ſtood by it, will be ſent,with 
their Leader, to be with him in blackneſs of dark» 
neſs for ever. None ever reſiſted God, and proſpered, 
But - if you will give your ſelves up to. 'Chrift, 
he will treat you honorably ; he will condu&t 
you ſafely ; He js a tender and compaffionate 
General; He will be with you in every Battel, * 
to proted you, and give you an aſſured Victory | 
at the laſt. He will bind up the Wounds, whic 

you receive in fight, and that with his own 
Robes, as Alexander once did by one. of his 
Souldiers. You will be on the ſureſt fide; and 
if you ſhould be worlled in any ſitigle fight, 
yet you ſhall bz Conqueronrs in the Warfare, ' | 
He will revive you if you faint, and commend 
you if you be faithful and refolute, and fay 
to you, Well done. Yea, and he will provide 
for you a Triumpha} Chariot, in which you” 
Jhall ride gloiioaſly into the great City ; and 
there will he Ere& for you Trophies and Arches 
for everlaſting remembrance. This Honour have 
VE GoTo TRE, 
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L et, it be. to excite all that belong to the 
Camp. of Gods Iirael to approve themſelves 
good 'Souldiers of Jeſus Chriff, Whatſoever is 
among men juſtly accounted Commendable in 
eman,of War, apply it Spiritually, and do 
likewiſe. Remember, your great General. is 
called, . Faithful and True ; and be you like Him, 
following upon white Horſes, and Clothed in fine Lin- 
ven, White and clean, as it is repreſented in, Rev. 
18, 12, 14 otudy much the Holy Scriptures, by 
which you may be furniſhed with the whole 
” Diſcipline in which Chrilts M431:tis is to be trained. 
Be much in the Exerciſe of all the Graces of 
the Spirit, which. are your Panoply, and with 
which you muſt fight, if -you hope ever to. 0- 
vercome. Entangle not your ſelves with the Af- 
fairs of this Life, leaſt you thereby unfit your 
telves for the Service of him,- who hath ,choſew 
you to be Souldiers, 2 Tim. 2. 4. Get your hearts 
fortified with an heroick reſolution never, , tc 
flinch in your Service, to deſert your. Poli 
- much lefs to fly from your Colours, nor to love 
your lives unto the death, 10 you may diſchar 
the truſt repoſed in you. Be not diſcourages 
if you get a toil; but reinforce. the battel,- ALL 
aloud tor aid from heaven: Nor be ſecure when 
you. win.the Field, but ba always rady for a 

_— —_ : now 
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new onſlaught. 
diſcharge in this War for age or infirmity : there 


are no Miites emeriti, or rude donati, in Chrilts 


patent enemies, and yery- cruel, to: 


who are never wearied, but ever 2 cope 
you the greateſt harm, Conſider, you are not 
fighting for Counters and Goats hair ; not for 
ccutemptible Crowns, and fading Laurels ; but it 
is for your lives, and for your Souls, for an 3n- 
corruptible Crown, an eternal weight of Glory.” Re- 
member, your Caale is good, and the. ifine\:js 
ſecured. Conſider, That, God, and Chrift, and 


Remember, you muſt bave no © 


Army, till the War ends. Remember, you; bays 
ZUM | 
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Angel look on, aud the voice from Heaven is,. * 


Courage brave Souldiers ; yet a few skirmiſhes, | 
yet a battel or two more, and the War is at an” * 


end ; and you ſhall reſt from your labours, and your 
works ſuall follow: you : You ſhall lodge your Co- 


lours, and hang up your Shields in Heavens: ' 


Capitol ; and exchange your purple and crimfon” | 


Garments, for the white Robes of Glory. It 
Is your faithful Leader who is thus animating 
of you ; be thou faithful unto the death, and 1 will 


give thee a Crown of Life ; and makes that Pro-. 
mation to you ; To bim that overcometh, will. 
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overceme, and am ſat down with my Father on 
bis Throne, | 


T'grant to ſit with me in my Throne; even as 1 alſo | 
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Advertiſement. 


HERE 15 now ready for the Preſs, 

and may ſpeedily be Publithed, 
a Treatiſe concerning Spiritual Deſertions, 
/ Fig Pſal. 30. 7. By the Reverend Mr. 
* Samuel Willard. 


Printed for and Sold by Benjamin Eliot, 
1 at his Shop under the Weſt End of the 
# Town Houſe. 1699, 
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